
St. Seraphim’s 
News 

As I write this newsletter the 
sounds of the roofers work-
ing can be heard, putting felt 
on the roof for the first time 
in the history of the building. 
It was estimated that half the 
slates would need replacing, 
but since the roofers have 
removed the slates and kept 
back those suitable for re-
use, frost damage caused to 
the slates shows it will be 
more than half. 

A lot of preparatory work has gone into reaching this stage, through fundraising, and dona-
tions received towards the roof works, and plans and estimates for the work. People have 
responded generously and thank you all who have been involved in one way or another. It 
is 160 years ago that the station was built, 50 years since the chapel was established. The 
roof has held well and is a testament to the craftsmen of the time. 

The archives have been affected by the cold and damp conditions of the building and this 
work will help to improve conditions. 

The fund is still open for donations to the roofworks as there is a shortfall of at least 
£10,000, between what has been raised and the actual cost. Please let others know 
who may be able to contribute, thank you! 
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Inside this issue: 

Good News! 

 Our next Garden 
Party is set for 24th 

June, 2.00-4.30 pm. 

All are welcome! 

 St Seraphim’s Day 
liturgy this year 

takes place on 

Wednesday 19th 

July at 11.00am, 

with refreshments 

afterwards in the 

garden. 

St Seraphim’s Trust would like to express continued and grateful 
thanks to our funders, supporters and friends : 

Raising the Roof  ! 

KITE on the  Pilgrim Way, tak-

en by Philip Absalom 



In December, 

on the fiftieth 

anniversary of 

the arrival of 

Father David 

and his com-

panions to Wal-

singham, also 

the feast of St 

Nicholas, a 

lunch for the 

volunteers was 

provided in St 

Joseph’s Com-

mon room at 

the rear of the Church of the Annunciation, and Bruce 

Wallace (pictured above) described conditions at the 

time, when work was being carried out to convert part 

of the building. 

Bruce described the cold and how they had a brazier going 

on the platform, fuelled with pieces of coal from the railway 

days. The dome was made by Bruce. 

The cold has not changed much, common to railway sta-

tions! It was lovely for current and older volunteers to have 

the opportunity meet and chat, at the same time celebrating 

the commitment made by the group, who had little and 

achieved much. 

St Seraphim’s is run entirely by volunteers and it is 

their achievements that have enabled the progress to 

be made, that has been made. Thank you all! 

There is always room for new volunteers and a variety of 

roles to volunteer in, whether in the Quiet garden as wel-

comers or weeders. In the building the welcomers man the 

railway display and provide information when requested. 

The work of the volunteers makes such a difference and 

enables the stories to be told, of the railway days, the reviv-

al of pilgrimage, and the iconographers work and the estab-

lishment of the chapel. The work of museums these days is 

to a large extent cultural and provides access to materials 

that otherwise would be dispersed or lost. 

Training for volunteers is available through Norfolk Muse-

ums Service and Shared Enterprise, and this year courses 

have been attended, including Digital Fundraising and Leg-

acy Giving Workshop, Religion and Heritage on Display, 

and Trustee Muster. 

Volunteering is ena-

bling and provides 

participation and 

learning in a socia-

ble environment. 

50th Anniversary celebrations 
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Metropolitan Anthony - A Life (Avril Pyman, Lutterworth Press) 

This recently published book gives personal insight into the life of Metropolitan Anthony using material from the Russian Archives 

of the Metropolitan Anthony of Sourouzh Foundation. It details the phenomenal amount of work achieved by the Metropolitan. 

From our archives,  pilgrimages and visits to Walsingham are recorded in the Autumn of 1978, again in  Spring 1982, Spring 1983, 

August 1985,September 1986 and July 1987. 

These visits were part of a very busy itinerary and perhaps there is another book to be written from the perspective of the provincial 

chapels and churches. 

Metropolitan Anthony commissioned the icon of All Saints of the British Isles and Northern Ireland, which was completed in June 

1983 by Father David. The icon features in the book, and the working party who studied the early saints and who should be included, 

is briefly mentioned. There are papers relating to the working party in the archives here. 

The people who appreciated and learned from the founding Fathers of Orthodoxy in this country, ‘ building on the backs of giants’ 

as I have heard said, each in their own way can help to continue the work, to re-root Orthodoxy into the culture of the United King-

dom, through the lives of the early saints, for example.  

Anne Milton has been a volunteer at St Seraphim’s since 28th February 2013, 

helping initially with the preparation for the Icon Exhibition in Norwich Ca-

thedral December 2013 and going on to the work of documenting and archiving 

the collections, cheerfully managing other volunteers in the process. Anne made a 

great contribution towards achievement of full Museum Accreditation status. Thank you, 

Anne from all at St Seraphim’s and all who can enjoy the collections. The photograph 

shows Anne preparing the icons for the Hostry Exhibition, 2013.Anne will be missed, 

though we wish her all the best for the future in her new home. 

Thank you Anne! 
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New Railway Heritage uncovered! 

A Requisition of Tickets ledger has been discovered during this roof work, 
under a roll of carpet in the loft, dating from 1863, when the line came un-
der Eastern Counties Railways. It is filled in by the hand of the stationmasters 
of the time and will be a valuable asset to our railway collection as it gives details 
of passenger travel and to which station along the line. 

Another bonus for the railway collection this week arrived courtesy of Adrian Self, 
(pictured below with the model), a long time supporter of St Seraphim’s and railway en-
thusiast. The model of Walsingham Station and the Goods Shed is perfect for enhancing 
the railway display and the kindness and dedication which went into making it, the hours 
of work are much appreciated, thank you, Adrian. The model will take pride of place in 
the railway display. 

 Adrian has also been a huge help with proof-reading the draft of ‘Birth Life Death and 
Resurrection of a Country Station’, and making helpful 
comments on the content. It is always lovely to wel-
come regular visitors to St Seraphim’s 

Thank you all who support and contribute to, the rail-
way heritage collection. 

The cataloguing and archiving of the work of the Ico-
nographers is almost completed. This contains the 
work of two men, and spans 43 years, unlike the railway 
which was part of a much larger network of individuals. 

Both the railway companies and the iconographers 
were pioneers of their time, the railways bringing a 
whole way of life to the provinces. Iconography devel-
oping in this country largely through displacement of 
people as a result of war. 

Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia was in Walsingham in March , on the 

Ecumenical Marian Pilgrimage. As a Patron of the Quiet Garden Move-

ment, Metropolitan Kallistos kindly spoke about the Quiet Garden 

Movement and St Seraphim’s Quiet Garden, which is affiliated to the 

Quiet Garden Movement. 

St Seraphim’s Quiet Garden is open again most Wednesdays and Satur-

days and at other times when the garden open sign is out. We like to 

have someone on duty to assist and provide information, and refresh-

ments if required.  The spring flowers have come and the Viewing hut is 

surrounded by bluebells and 

cowslips at the moment.  We 

have not seen a return this year 

of the Egyptian Geese but Red Kite have been seen from the garden and seem 

to have established themselves in this part of Norfolk.  These graceful birds of 

prey can be identified by the fork in the tail and are carrion eaters, which is good 

news for the lambs in the field next door! 

We’re so grateful to Helen for the lovely plaque that now welcomes you to the 

garden (pictured right) - thank you, Helen! 

In the Quiet Garden... 



The Pilgrim Chapel of St. Seraphim is a place of Orthodox 

Christian worship.  The Faith to which it bears witness is that 

of the Undivided Christian Church before West and East be-

came separated in the Eleventh Century.  Its ancient tradition 

of worship and prayer is rooted in its biblical and apostolic 

inheritance, and is expressed in living symbolic form.   

In 1966 the Anglican Shrine authorities asked that someone be 
sent to take care of the Orthodox chapel there, and Father 
Mark Meyrick (who subsequently became a monk, with the 
name David) came to undertake that task.  It was soon appar-
ent that the open plan construction of the chapel was unsuited 
to a pattern of regular services and in 1967 Father David and 
three companions, with £25 between them, settled in this 
building which, until the closure of the railway in the early 60s, 
had been Walsingham's station on the line between Wells and 
Fakenham.  They converted the booking hall and ticket office 
into the nave and altar of their new chapel, and crowned it 
with bell tower, onion dome and cross.   

The painting and selling of icons was, from the outset, an im-
portant part of the Orthodox witness here.  Following Father 
David's death in 1993, his colleague Leon Liddament contin-
ued  and developed that tradition until his own death in 2010. 

Station Road,  

Little Walsingham,  

Norfolk NR22 6EB, UK 

Tel: 01328 820610 
Email: sylvia@iconpainter.org.uk  
Web: www.iconpainter.org.uk 
 

For the chapel enquiries: Contact the Priest-in-
charge, Father John Marks: 01271 883576  

Registered as a charity, no 1120335  
Registered as a company limited by guarantee, no 6287991 

St. Seraphim’s Trust 

Dates for your diaries 
St Seraphim’s Day falls on Wednes-

day 19th of July, and a Day Pilgrimage 

is being arranged by the Lincoln Anti-

ochan parish. Both Father Philip Hall 

and Father George Hackney will be 

coming, and because of the distance, 

the Liturgy is planned to start at 

11.00am. There will be a picnic in the 

garden following the service. All are 

welcome to join in. 

The Garden Party will be on the 24th 

June from 2pm to 4.30pm, with the 

Jazz band ‘Four in a Bar’, refreshments 

and stalls. 

The garden will also open to visitors 

the first weekend in July, Saturday 1st 

and Sunday 2nd July from 11am to 

5pm, as part of the Open Gardens in 

Great and Little Walsingham organised 

by St Mary’s. 


