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Good News!
 The exhibition was a

great success, and
we have made
many new friends
and supporters as a
result.
 Having now secured

the funding for the
ramp, we hope that
the Garden will soon
be accessible to all
who wish to visit.

In the December issue of the Newsletter, we promised more photographs of the Exhibition and here they are!
It seems a world away now but it was good to experience life in such a
lovely Cathedral and meet the visitors. Full details and many more photos overleaf!

St Seraphim’s Trust would like to express continued and grateful
thanks to our funders, supporters and friends :
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Reflections on the Exhibition
Monastery, Mount Sinai, an icon workshop on the Holy Mountain and the island of Solovetsky, which included some wonderful bell-ringing. A truly inspirational film, thanks to Sir Richard for driving down.
Awareness was raised of the fact that icon painting had
gone on for over 40 years in rural Norfolk and that
examples of the work of the two iconographers can be
seen in local churches. Some foreign visitors expressed
surprise at seeing icons in the United Kingdom and
greater surprise that there are Orthodox Churches.
Some visitors from Korea were familiar with the Anglican Church in Seoul, mentioned in the display, showing the icons produced for St John the Divine Church,
Kennington.

The Exhibition was held in the Hostry of
Norwich Cathedral thanks to the generosity of the Canon Librarian. During the month
of December, many people saw the icons and the two
short films by the students of the University of East
Anglia, on Iconography and on Pilgrimage. The work
of a small group of volunteers enabled the Exhibition
to take place and the success of the Exhibition is
thanks to them and to the trustees, who all supported
the private view and made it a celebration.
Personally it was one of the most challenging undertakings of my life, but it was a fitting memorial to Archimandrite David, on the Anniversary of the arrival
of his small band of
people in December
1966, at the beginning
of the mission in Walsingham.Thank you
everyone who took
part in one way or another and helped mark
the occasion.

We have
been invited
to put on a
display of
icons in St
Andrew’s
Church Holt,
for the duration of Holt
Festival (19th
- 26th July) but on a very small scale and the main display will be a series of prints of the Feasts of the Orthodox Church, with one or two icons by Father David
and Leon.
Jessica kindly and generously came down for the weekend to format the leaflet for the display. We wish her
well with her work at University.

During the first week of the Exhibition Father Stephen Stavrou came from London and gave a talk on
‘Praying with Icons’ which was well received and
thanks to Father Stephen.
Sir Richard Temple
also came from
London and gave a
showing of the film,
‘Living Prayer in
Christianity’, which
included footage
from St Catherine’s

Photos (from top left): Jonathan, Bishop of Lynn and his parents
Isolde and Christopher, who is the last surviving brother of Archimandrite David; Christine Coates and Christine Gosling, two
of Leon’s cousins; Students from the University of East Anglia
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Out in the garden...
Developments have been made in the Community garden.
There has been back breaking work in weeding, but the flowers are establishing and providing colour and scent. The bees
have been busy daily for at least two months and can be heard
in the borders.
The Volunteers working on the Celtic cross have produced a
lovely design in plants, with colours and textures from gravel
and slate to set the pattern off. Thank you to Steve who did a
fine job of the carpentry for the Celtic cross. This fits nicely
into the natural garden. Thanks and gratitude and due to
Derek, Pauline and Josie who embraced the challenge and
over many weeks worked to design and produce the work for
the garden, which gives a focus from each end of the garden.
The Community Payback are excelling their efforts in the toughest challenge they have had over the past three
years in the Community garden at St Seraphim’s, by developing the access path.
This is hard work all thanks to Alan, the Supervisor overseeing this important part of the project.
Much thought and planning and especially goodwill has gone into this work and it is coming
along at a good pace.
The funds have been raised for the disabled access ramp, so we aim to have the garden open to
the public for the weekend of the 4th to 5th October to coincide with Mid-Norfolk Railway’s
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the
closure of the line, when there will be two visits
daily by a Vintage Coach en route to and from
Wells-next-the Sea.

From the archives...
In the archives of St Seraphim’s Trust is a black and
white image of a visit by Bishop Christopher of
Telmessos, sitting in the garden following the celebration of
the Liturgy, with Father David and Father John Piarkarski
of the Byelorussian Church. This was for the annual Anglican National Pilgrimage Day, on the last Monday in May,
and they all would have joined in the Procession
Anyone willing to help with archiving would be most welcome. This is the main task in hand at the moment and
there is a lot to be done, to put in order and document the
papers as well as sheet music, photographs and the drawings. The progress made in archives provided the details for
the Icon Exhibition.
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The Chapel of St. Seraphim is a place of Orthodox Christian
worship. The Faith to which it bears witness is that of the Undivided Christian Church before West and East became separated in the Eleventh Century. Its ancient tradition of worship
and prayer is rooted in its biblical and apostolic inheritance,
and is expressed in living symbolic form.
In 1966 the Anglican Shrine authorities asked that someone be
sent to take care of the Orthodox chapel there, and Father
Mark Meyrick (who subsequently became a monk, with the
name David) came to undertake that task. It was soon apparent that the open plan construction of the chapel was unsuited
to a pattern of regular services and in 1967 Father David and
three companions, with £25 between them, settled in this
building which, until the closure of the railway in the early 60s,
had been Walsingham's station on the line between Wells and
Fakenham. They converted the booking hall and ticket office
into the nave and altar of their new chapel, and crowned it
with bell tower, onion dome and cross.
The painting and selling of icons was, from the outset, an important part of the Orthodox witness here. Following Father
David's death in 1993, his colleague Leon Liddament continued and developed that tradition until his own death in 2010.

Keeping in Touch


The Friends of St Seraphim’s, launched last year, has almost 70
members.If you are interested in becoming a member there is a form on
the website for this purpose. Alternatively you can write in for a form,
to the address on the back of the Newsletter. There is a section to be
completed if you are eligible for Gift Aid. It is lovely to hear from people who have memories, of Father David and his work, which we do
hear from time to time, and memories of the railway.



St Seraphim’s will welcome Father Kosmas and some of his faithful in
July. There will be Vespers at 7.30pm on Friday 18th and the Divine
Liturgy for St Seraphim’s Day will be celebrated at 10.30am. Refreshments following the Liturgy will be served in the garden. Father
Kosmas is a regular visitor to Walsingham, leading a group of his people in pilgrimage. It always is a
pleasure see them and to be able to share in their celebrations.



Pilgrims are important people in the life of St Seraphim’s and glad to say we have many visitors, and a
fair number come regularly. Volunteers are also vital to the work that we do in keeping the doors open
daily. As well as gardeners, we are looking for Garden Stewards who will be able to help once the garden is open to the public.



The front of the Chapel is having a facelift: the tower has been repaired and repainted and the leak over
the door which has been a problem for as long as I can remember, is being tackled. The porch is being
repainted as part of this phase and will house the first part of the display.



On 4th and 5th October this year the Mid-Norfolk railway is planning to mark the 50 years of the closure
of the railway. A vintage coach will drive the route and will be passing this way.

